Welcome to the
Global Neuroethics Working Group
Cross-IBI Meeting!
Thank you for arriving early. We’ll start at the top of the
hour for an on-time start.
For now, we invite you to take a moment to-1. Check your audio
2. Go over the Pre-Meeting Survey Results
3. Read over today’s program.

Global Neuroethics Working Group
Advancing ethical neuroscience for humanity around the world.

We serve as an idea-incubator for scholarship, research and curriculum as well as for
community building for neuroethics in the International Brain Initiative.
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Global Neuroethics Working Group

Guidelines/Principles
Advancing ethical neuroscience for humanity around the world.
Mission
•

Facilitate a community of multidisciplinary scholars who are attuned to and inclusive of cross-cultural perspectives when engaging
in neuroscience and neuroethics research and policy

•

Serve as an idea incubator for research collaborations and future implementation in the IBI and beyond

•

Establish neuroethics priorities for research and scholarship in global neuroscience projects

Approach
•

Utilize the momentum and fellowship of the IBI to explore and implement neuroethics in their projects and their local communities

•

Model an intentional and culturally aware neuroethics practice to achieve greater global impact.

•

Create enduring best practices and lines of actionable inquiry that can be useful/ exportable beyond the IBI

Timeline and Products
•

The GN sets out clear achievable goals in each annual summit, near-term (1 year) and farther-term (< 5 years).

•

Best practices and shared tools in the form of high-impact open access articles, white papers and varied relevant media

•

Identified target areas for collaborative neuroethics inquiry in the context of neuroscience research.

Global
Neuroethics
Guidelines/Principles
Legacy planning for sustainable
global neuroethics in the IBI and Beyond

Overview
• This year the GN will address challenges that must be met in order to have effective
integration
• The GN plans a systematic exploration through closed and public webinars and empirical
neuroethics research.
• Completion of these efforts are aimed toward designing tools for global neuroethics
integration tools.

Primary Deliverables
•

Map of neuroethics bottlenecks/roadblocks through the neuroscience lifecycle

•

Preliminary neuroethics integration strategy

Global Neuroethics
Guidelines/Principles
Cross-IBI Meeting Survey Results—Please consider
Overarching Question Today

Given shared goals, activities, and priorities, how can the GNWG coordinate with members of the IBI community to
mutually enhance each other’s efforts?
Invitations to respond by addressing ONE of the following questions
as a prompt
1. What might GNWG do to enhance your work?
2. What would you like to do to enhance the work of the GNWG?
3. What ways could we collaborate to begin to enhance each other’s work?

Cross-IBI Survey Results

Guidelines/Principles

What kind of impact do you think the IBI can/should have
on society?
Type of Impact?

What IBI should BE?

What IBI should DO?

Prominence and promotion of the NS as a field

Ambassador of NS to a global audience

Advocacy

-Large-scale NS investments promotion

-Model of positive impact on society of large-scale investments in
neuroscience

Policy Advising

-Positive perceptions and understanding of science and its products

-Provide fundamental direction/policy for neuroscience

-Sustaining/growing a healthy NS enterprise

Greater benefit for society
-Wider societal distribution of benefits/products of neuroscience

- Better translation of basic NS for clinical application
- Alignment of public interest with research interests

-Informing society about the importance and relevance of NS research

An exemplar for prioritizing and aligning with
societal interest
-An exemplar cross-cultural, bidirectional dialogue-based
engagement
-A model and testing ground for the social contract between science
and society

Engagement

-Facilitate cross-cultural, bidirectional dialogue
-Science communication providing a balanced take on new neuroscience and
neurotechnology for public consumption.
--Facilitate partnerships with large scale brain projects in public engagement help increase
the likelihood that the research will align with public interests

Promote Access

-Promote translation of NS into clinical treatment that benefits wider society

Enhanced neuroscientific research community
practices

An exemplar for other scientists

Demonstrate ethical practice

-Promote solidarity across nations in NS

-An exemplar of solidarity across nations with our fellow
neuroscientists

-Make brain data available in FAIR ways

- Improved neurotechnology/tools, and improved planning of
projects

- Leaders who are attuned to the implications of neuroscience
research and neuroethical concerns in science across cultures.

-New or enhanced cadre of neuroscientists attuned to culture and
ethics

-Meaningfully engage with the issues in a responsible, responsive, ethically informed way

Educate

- Help embed neuroethics with core neuroscience curriculum.
-Prompt research communities to think about their responsibilities to engage in their local
contexts while promoting diversity and global inclusion.
-Promote ethical practices within communities that are generating new neuroscience and
new neurotechnology

Cross Pollinate Ideas

-Foster interdisciplinary and intersectorial scholarship

Cross-IBI Survey Results
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What are 1-2 main goals/activities your organization has
this year as it relates to or aligns with IBI’s mission?
Goals?
Promoting Neuroscience
•

Promoting translation from basic science

•

Science Translation to humans and society

•

Advancing neuroscience, Develop NS
sector

Maximizing Research Investments
•

•

Augment, Amplify, Maximize
neuroscience investments for global
impact
Maximize impact of funded research

Activities?
Data Sharing
•

Standardize data collection and sharing at global level

•

Develop frameworks/guidelines for data capture, storage, sharing

•

Clarify a roadmap for data sharing, large data management, software/hardware infrastructure, policy

Supporting and Connecting Neuroscience Community Members
•

Catalyze collab, leverage investments

•

Community listening and understanding of the interests and perspective (neuroscientists, investors, VCs,
and neuroethicists)

•

Supporting Global Neuroethics gatherings

Neuroethics Integration for Scientists
•

Advocacy

Explore how to integrate NE practice into research (from the beginning)

•

Working to integrate neuroethics as a primary activity in the organization

•

Supporting inclusive research design

•

Designing a neuroethics framework for neuro-engineers

•

Advocating importance of mental health

•

Unify ethics with public engagement in
neuroscience

Knowledge Expansion
•

Interdisciplinary training/educating on neuroscience

•

Understanding how neuroscience can inform law, legal decision-making
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Please rank the neuroethics questions you believe to be
the most relevant for your organization
1 is the most relevant and 5 is the least relevant
NeQN

1 (most)

2

3

4

5 (least)

n/a

What is the potential impact of a
model or neuroscientific account of
disease on individuals,
communities, and society?

41.67%

33.33%

16.67%

8.33%

0.00%

0.00%

What are the ethical standards of
biological material and data
collection and how do local
standards compare to those of
global collaborators?

50.00%

8.33%

25.00%

8.33%

8.33%

0.00%

What is the moral significance of
neural systems that are under
development in neuroscience
research laboratories?

25.00%

33.33%

25.00%

8.33%

8.33%

0.00%

How could brain interventions
impact or reduce autonomy?

18.18%

27.27%

18.18%

27.27%

9.09%

0.00%

In which contexts might a
neuroscientific
technology/innovation be used or
deployed?

33.33%

25.00%

25.00%

0.00%

16.67%

0.00%

Other

what are the gender and cultural aspects embedded in the topics above? what does it mean to uncover them, and how can that
be done?

Global Neuroethics
Guidelines/Principles
Cross-IBI Meeting
Overarching Question Today

Given shared goals, activities, and priorities, how can the GNWG coordinate with members of the IBI community to
mutually enhance each other’s efforts?
Invitations to respond by addressing ONE of the following questions
as a prompt
1. What might GNWG do to enhance your work?
2. What would you like to do to enhance the work of the GNWG?
3. What ways could we collaborate to begin to enhance each other’s work?

Global Neuroethics
Guidelines/Principles
Cross-IBI Meeting SUMMARY 1/3
What might GNWG do to enhance your work?
Assist with integrating neuroethics• Across sectors (law can be a helpful test case).
• Through collaborations that include neuroscientists and engineers who often remain separate communities
• Into the IBI with more robust dialogues between IBI and GNWG offering knowledge transfer and collaboration to help
shape neuroscience research
• Help with early introduction of neuroethics with trainees, including defining neuroethics

Provide globally relevant ethical conversation around• Ethical frameworks (e.g., nonhuman animal research)
• Broader perspective to include indigenous and culturally-aware perspective of neuroethics

Help with defining and clarifying scope neuroethics• To assist with providing sustainable support for neuroethics
• To allow for critique, rather than to be in service of neuroscience

Global Neuroethics
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Cross-IBI Meeting SUMMARY 2/3
What might you do to enhance the work of the GNWG?
Offer more robust and timely opportunities for dialogue
•
•

Inform/communicate in a way that offers more real-time alignment of activities with GNWG (ie, IBI communication pathway)
Provide perspective and shared insights on how countries view and approach neuroethics

Promote added value of neuroethics
•
•

Beyond instrumental service model
As a thought partner for neuroscience to enhance eachothers’ work.

•

Share use-cases of neuroethics in a variety of sectors

Broaden the reach of neuroethics
•
•
•

Facilitate global connections as they come to the IBI, hone the diversity of perspective across countries (e.g., Brain Research
Africa Initiative, LATBrain Initiative)
Enrich neuroethics community for neuroscientists and neuroengineers
Offer more opportunities for multidisciplinary research and collaboration to incorporate more non-western and indigenous
concepts of mind and brain

Global Neuroethics
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Cross-IBI Meeting SUMMARY 3/3
What ways could we collaborate to begin to enhance each other’s work?
Create opportunities for dialogue across stakeholders to co-create ideas.
• Bring in more groups for multiple perspectives sharing, leverage all communities and co-develop ideas
• Generate pathways for direct and timely communication with eachother (as IBI constituents)
• Surface and articulate how neuroethics is defined and operationalized in varying contexts

Build a pathway for neuroethics integration
• Sharing best practices with embedding neuroethics in neuroscience/neuroeng. Communities and lessons
learned from bioethics
• Creating an inclusive community that also promotes partnership with relevant scientific disciplines (i.e.,
engineers) and open-ness to a richness in cultural perspectives in neuroethics
• Articulate shared goals for collaborations between neuroscientists and ethicists
• Be intentional with defining the scope of neuroethics

Global Neuroethics Working Group

Guidelines/Principles
Advancing ethical neuroscience for humanity around the world.
Thank you.

